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PREFACE

All praise is due to Allah (&3E alone, and may His choicest
salutations and blessings descend upon His final messenger, Hazrat
Muhammad 4z4€4{(z, his family and his companions #elliz, until the
Day of Qiyaamah.

The obligation of qurbaani is a salient symbol of Islam and an act of
worship that reaps immense rewards on condition that one fulfils it in
accordance with the mubaarak sunnah. In this day and age, we find
that the sunnah is gradually leaving the lives of the Muslims. This is on
account of people being more concerned about their material progress
and not showing the desired importance to their Deeni obligations.

On the contrary, in the time of the Sahaabah #:fiz, the greater
concern was upholding Deen in their lives and establishing Deen in the
lives of the Muslims. Hence, in Bukhaari Shareef, we find the Hadith
recorded where Hazrat Rasulullah JZ54€4{ie had purchased animals to
distribute among the poor Sahaabah #z4is; to enable them to perform

qurbaani so that they also share in the spirit of qurbaani on the
occasion of Eid.!

Apart from this, in his Mubaarak Hadith, Hazrat Rasulullah J&. &4
had greatly emphasised the importance of upholding this great symbol
of Deen, and had sounded severe admonition for those who, depite
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qurbaani being compulsory upon them, failed to fulfil it. Hazrat
Rasulullah 5.4 said:
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Hazrat Abu Hurairah e, reports that Rasulullah Jseidfie said, “The one

who possesses the means to carry out the qurbaani yet does not do so (despite

it being waajib upon him), then such a person should not come close to our Eid
gaah on the day of Eid (i.e. such a person should not celebrate this happy

occasion of Eid with the Muslims).”

This kitaab, which contains the pertinant masaa’il of qurbaani, has
been prepared with the aim of educating the Ummah regarding the
obligation of qurbaani and the sunnah method of fulfilling this
obligation.

We make dua to Allah 1&;35\% to accept this effort and make it a means
of benefit for the Ummah.

(Mufti) Zakaria Makada




INTRODUCTION

Qurbaani is one of the salient features of the Deen of Islam. It has been
ordained upon us by Allah &35 as a means of gaining His proximity
and as a remembrance of the ultimate sacrifice of our father, Hazrat

Ebrahim 3z, Allah Q&3 tested Hazrat Ebrahim 3EicE with
various trials and he passed each trial with distinction.

Indeed, the entire life of Hazrat Ebrahim ¥zl is filled with incidents
of self-sacrifice and submission to the command of Allah (&35, He
embodied the spirit of sacrifice by totally surrendering himself to the
command of Allah 1355 to fulfil whatever was demanded of him on

every occasion.

The Various Sacrifices of Nabi Ebrahim(zf,

Nabi Ebrahim #Zzfiae sacrificed the company of his father and his
community to pursue the road to the recognition of his Creator. On the
command of Allah &3, he left his wife and infant child in a barren
land with no apparent means of survival. These incidents speak
volumes of the extent to which Hazrat Ebrahim i< had
surrendered himself to the divine law.

Then came the time for him to be put through the final test - the
ultimate test - the test to determine whether he would submit before
the command of Allah 1\&35% or give preference to his heart’s desire.
After being blessed by Allah 15355 with a son in old age, he was
commanded to sacrifice this son who was his only child. Like any other
parent, Hazrat Ebrahim 3 definitely desired to see his beloved
child living with him in this world. Yet, the command of Allah J&25



dictated that the desire to see the child living, no matter how intense,
must be curbed and the child be sacrificed.

Hazrat Ebrahim e did not hesitate, for even a single moment, in
giving preference to the command of Allah J&35% over his heart’s
desire. Allah &35 depicts the sacrifice of father and son in the
Quraan Majeed in the following words:
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When both (father and son) submitted before the command of Allah 155535,
and he (Hazrat Ebrahim 3&k) laid him (Hazrat Ismaa’eel J2iae) on his
forehead (for sacrifice), We called out to him “O Ebrahim! You have fulfilled the
command you were given in the vision!” Thus indeed do We reward those who

do good. Indeed, this was a great test. (Surah Saafaat v. 103-106)

Hazrat Rasulullah J5.54{i> being Commanded to Follow the Way of
Hazrat EbrahimEfa

Hazrat Rasulullah J54£4{l> was divinely commanded by Allah 1653
to follow the millat (way) of Hazrat Ebrahim ¥z and emulate him in
the rituals of Hajj and qurbaani.

In regard to the obligation of Hajj and qurbaani, Hazrat Abdullah bin
Amr &z4Gs5 narrates that Rasulullah Jo.ediic said, “Jibreel @i
took Ebrahim ¥zt to the Baytullah where he made him perform
tawaaf, after which he took him to Mount Safaa and Marwa in order to
perform the sa’ee. Jibreel 3Zi<ke then took Ebrahim ik to Mina
where he performed Zuhr, Asr, Maghrib, Esha and Fajr Salaah of the
following morning. Thereafter, Jibreel ®i took him to Arafah




where he performed the Zuhr and Asr Salaah and made wuqoof until
the time of sunset. After sunset, Jibreel MliJe proceeded with Ebrahim
Bl to Muzdalifah where he spent the night. The following morning,
Ebrahim 3Nk performed the Fajr Salaah briefly, without lengthening
the salaah, and then proceeded with Jibreel ¥z to Mina where he
pelted the jamaraat, slaughtered his qurbaani animal and shaved his
head. Allah Q&35 revealed the following command to Rasulullah
Jsaedfie, ‘Follow the millat (way) of Ebrahim &ilE.” (Majma'uz
Zawaaid #5539)

The Sahaabah %24z once inquired from Hazrat Rasulullah Jz.esfic
as to what was the significance of sacrificing an animal on the occasion
of qurbaani. Hazrat Rasulullah JZ5:&4fe replied, “It is the sunnah of

your father, Hazrat Ebrahim 3z ”. (Ibnu Maajah #3127)

The Most Beloved Action to Allah §&53% during the Days of Qurbaani

Hazrat Rasulullah J&5.&5{(e said, “On the tenth of Zul Hijjah (the day
of qurbaani), there is no action of the son of Aadam Baliale more dear
and beloved to Allah (3% than the sacrificing of animals. The
sacrificed animal will come on the Day of Judgement with its horns,
hair and hooves (to be weighed in reward). The sacrifice is also
accepted by Allah (G355 before the blood reaches the ground.
Therefore, sacrifice with a willing and happy heart.” (Tirmizi #1493)

There are special rewards attached to certain actions on specific days.
The sacrificing of animals during the days of qurbaani is one of these
actions. It is most beloved to Allah 1&35 and most rewarding.
Qurbaani should thus be carried out with a joyful heart and should not
be considered a burden, as there is only goodness and benefit for us in

carrying out our qurbaani.



SUNNATS AND AADAAB OF
QURBAANI

1. Qurbaani is a great and meritorious ibaadat in Deen. In the Quraan
Majeed, special mention has been made regarding qurbaani, and its
abundant virtues and significance have been emphasised in the Quraan
Majeed and the Mubaarak Ahaadith of Rasulullah J&s.Ed(ie. Allah

AS53E says:
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It is neither the meat nor the blood (of the animal) that reaches Allah 1535,
instead it is the piety of your heart (sincerity and devotion) that reaches Him.
(Surah Hajj v. 37)
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Hazrat Zaid bin Argam £25iz; reports that the Sahaabah #24i; once
enquired from Hazrat Rasulullah 3254\, “O Rasulullah <544, what
is the significance of this action of qurbaani?” Rasulullah 3= replied,
“It is the practice of your forefather, Ebrahim Zi<le.” The Sahaabah #ziiss;

then asked, “O Rasulullah J=s44{i>! What reward will we receive through
carrying it out?” Rasulullah 12565 replied, “For every strand of hair (on
the back of the animal), you will receive a reward.” The Sahaabah #z&isz;
then asked, “0 Rasulullah J=54&4>, what about wool?” Rasulullah



1 replied, “For every fibre of wool (on the back of the animal), you
will receive a reward.”

2. On the day of Eid, the best and most beloved action to Allah &35 is
the spilling of blood.
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Hazrat Aaishah Gz, reports that Hazrat Rasulullah A5 said, “There
is nothing dearer and more beloved to Allah {55255 (from the monetary
ibaadaat) during the days of qurbaani than the spilling of blood (i.e. the

sacrificing of animals). The sacrificed animal shall come on the Day of
Qiyaamah with its horns, hair and hooves.The sacrifice is accepted by Allah
AS5535% even before the blood reaches the ground. Therefore, carry out the
qurbaani with your heart pleased and happy to fulfil the command of Allah
J&3E”

3. Before the qurbaani as well as at the time of qurbaani, one should
not be cruel to the animal or ill-treat it in any way. Rather, one should
treat the animal with kindness and compassion.
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Hazrat Shaddaad bin Aus %e&iss; reports that Hazrat Rasulullah Jaseife

said, “Allah 335255 has ordained kindness upon every living creature. When
you kill (the enemy in jihaad), then kill in a good manner (i.e. do not mutilate



the body etc.), and when you slaughter, then slaughter in a good manner and
sharpen your knives and allow the animal to die easily.”

4. 1f one possesses the means, then it is mustahab for one to slaughter a
nafl qurbaani on behalf of Hazrat Rasulullah J&5.&4{(=, the Sahaabah
#2dizz; and the pious of the Ummah.
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It is reported regarding Hazrat Ali 24z, that every year, at the time of
qurbaani, he would slaughter two sheep, one on behalf of Hazrat Rasulullah
125464 and the other on behalf of himself. When asked why he had
slaughtered on behalf of Hazrat Rasulullah 3<54%5{\2, he replied, “Rasulullah
1544 had told me to do so, thus I will never forego this action so long as I
live.”

5. One should hasten to fulfil the obligation of qurbaani. Carrying out
the qurbaani on the first day is more rewarding than the second day,
and carrying out the qurbaani on the second day is more rewarding
than the third day.
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Hazrat Jaabir 24, reports, “I was present with Rasulullah el on the
occasion of Eidul Adha. When Rasulullah Jz5.555{i completed the khutbah,

he descended from the mimbar and a sheep was brought before him for
qurbaani. Rasulullah 3z5:&45{i slaughtered the sheep with his own blessed




hand while reciting the takbeer s 4y & . and saying, ‘This qurbaani is on

behalf of myself and those from my Ummah who cannot perform qurbaani (i.e.
I convey the reward of this qurbaani to those from my Ummah who cannot

7

perform qurbaani).

6. It is sunnah for one to not consume anything on the morning of
Eidul Adha until one returns from the Eid Salaah. Upon returning from
the Eid Salaah, the first thing that one should consume should be the
meat of the sacrificial animal (as this was the first thing that Rasulullah

Ik consumed upon returning from the Eid Salaah).
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Hazrat Buraidah &4z, reports that on the occasion of Eidul Fitr, Rasulullah

Jzs.8e45{le would not leave for the Eid Salaah until he consumed something.
However, on the occasion of Eidul Adha, Rasulullah J<5:% would not
consume anything until he returned from the Eid Salaah. Thereafter, the (first)
thing that he consumed was the meat of the sacrificial animal.

In the narration of Bayhagi, it is reported that the first thing which Rasulullah
1zl consumed was the liver of the sacrificial animal.

8.1t is impermissible for one to fast on the 10", 11*, 12" and 13" of Zul
Hijjah.
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It is reported from Hazrat Nubaisha s, that Rasulullah 5464 said,

“The days of tashreeq are days of eating, drinking and remembering Allah
IS5

9. One should try, within one’s means, to purchase the best animal for
qurbaani. The healthier (i.e. the more valuable) the animal, the more
the reward one will receive in the Hereafter.
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Hazrat Aaishah G2z, and Hazrat Abu Hurairah ez, had reported that
when Hazrat Rasulullah 325465 intended making qurbaani, he purchased
two large, horned, black and white, castrated rams. He slaughtered one on
behalf of his entire Ummah and the other on behalf of himself and the family of
Nabi 325265 (ie. he A5 conveyed the reward of the first to his

entire Ummah, and the second to his family).
10. It is mustahab to fatten the animal for qurbaani.
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Hazrat Yahya bin Sa’eed 2415z reports that he heard Hazrat Abu Umaamah

bin Sahl 25z, say, “We used to fatten our qurbaani animals in Madinah

Tayyibah, and all the Muslims (i.e. the Sahaabah #<%is;) used to do the
same.”

11. If one is capable, it is best for him to slaughter his animal himself. If
this is not possible, then he should at least witness his animal being




slaughtered, provided hijaab is observed between the males and the
females (i.e. intermingling should not take place).
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Hazrat Ali %2iss; reports that on one occasion, Hazrat Rasulullah Jasdeifle
told Hazrat Faatimah Gediss, “Witness your qurbaani animal being sacrificed.
With the first drop of blood that falls, your sins will be forgiven. Its meat and

blood will be placed in your scale of good deeds and multiplied seventy times.”
Hazrat Abu Sa’eed £25is; asked Hazrat Rasulullah Jzs4£4i, “O Rasulullah

A ! Is this reward exclusively reserved for your family or for all

Muslims?” Hazrat Rasulullah 325455 replied, “It is for all Muslims.”

12. A woman can also slaughter her own animal, provided she does not

appear before strange men.
13. Do not slaughter the animal in view of other animals.

14. When slaughtering, one should use a sharp knife and should
slaughter swiftly. One should not cause difficulty to the animal by
using a blunt knife or slaughtering the animal slowly.
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Hazrat Abdullah bin Umar 245 reports that Rasulullah Jcs: e

commanded that the knives be sharpened (before slaughtering the animal),
and that the slaughtering be concealed from the other animals, and he said,



“When you slaughter the animal, then slaughter swiftly (so that the least
amount of pain is caused to the animal).”

15. Do not sharpen the knife before the animal.
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Hazrat Ibnu Abbaas &4, reports that on one occasion, a person had laid his
animal down for slaughtering and was sharpening his knife (in view of the
animal). Hazrat Rasulullah 125455 reprimanded him saying, “Do you want

to kill this animal twice? Why did you not sharpen your knife before you lay
your animal down to be slaughtered?”

16. One should bring the animal to the place of slaughter gently. One

should not drag the animal.
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Hazrat Ibnu Seereen £45z5 reports that Hazrat Umar Ledi; once saw a man

dragging his goat by its leg to slaughter it. Hazrat Umar £ediss; reprimanded
him saying, “Woe be to you! Lead it towards its death in a beautiful manner!”

17. One should place the animal on its left side facing towards the

giblah.
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Hazrat Anas %255, reports that Rasulullah Jzs:82{> slaughtered two
horned, black and white rams. He slaughtered them with his own blessed hand
while reciting the tasmiyah and takbeer and placed his leg on their sides.

18. One should not commence skinning the animal until it is
completely cold and there is no sign of life left in the body.

19. At the time of slaughtering, one should recite the tasmiyah in the

following manner:

o

AT ey
In the name of Allah 355353, and Allah 335255 is the greatest.

20. If the tasmiyah was left out intentionally, the animal will be
carrion.

ale o a6
And do not eat (of that meat) on which the name of Allah 155255 was not
taken (at the time of slaughtering).

21. Before slaughtering, it is sunnah for one to recite the following dua:
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I have firmly turned myself towards that Being who has created the heavens
and the earth, while I am upon the Straight Deen of Ebrahim SN, and I am
not among the Mushrikeen. Verily, my salaah, my sacrifice, my life and my
death are for Allah 35535\, Lord of the worlds. He has no partner, with this I
have been commanded and I am among the Muslimeen. O Allah! This sacrifice
is due to You granting us the ability to do so and it is for You.
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Hazrat Jaabir 28z, reports that on the day of qurbaani, Rasulullah
Josaeife slaughtered two black and white, horned, castrated rams. When

Rasulullah 7255545 placed them down to slaughter them, he recited the
following dua:
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22. It is mustahab for one to eat from the qurbaani animal and to feed
others from it as well. Though it is permissible for one to keep all the
qurbaani meat for one’s own needs, it is best that the qurbaani meat be
divided into three portions. One portion should be kept for one’s
immediate family, the second portion should be distributed among

one’s relatives and friends, and the third portion should be distributed

among the poor and needy.
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It is reported that Hazrat Aabis bin Rabee’ah £2&is; once asked the mother of
the believers, Hazrat Aaishah Gz, “Did Rasulullah .54 prevent us

from eating the meat of the qurbaani animal?” Hazrat Aaishah Gz&is; replied,
“No (Rasulullah 3z5:&{ i allowed us to eat as much meat of the qurbaani




animal as we wish and for as long as we wish). However, (during the mubaarak
life of Rasulullah 3545 4{i2), there were not a lot of people who could afford to
carry out qurbaani. Hence, Rasulullah z5.55 liked that those people be
fed from the meat who were unable to perform qurbaani. (As for our eating of
the meat, then) we would consume from the qurbaani animal’s trotters after
ten days (i.e. we would even store meat to consume later on).”

23. It is recorded in the Hadith that the best of actions carried out on
the day of qurbaani (from monetary ibaadaat) is the spilling of blood.
However, Rasulullah Jz5.%4> has explained that the action that will
earn one even greater reward is to join family ties that have been
severed. Hence, together with carrying out the obligation of qurbaani,

we should ensure that we join and maintain family ties.
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Hazrat Ibnu Abbaas &5z, reports that Rasulullah Jdcseii{ie said on the day
of Eidul Adha, “There is no action more virtuous than the spilling of blood
(qurbaani) on this day, except the joining of family ties (that have been

severed).”



UPON WHOM IS QURBAANI
WAAJIB?

The obligation of qurbaani
Q: Upon whom is qurbaani waajib?

A: Qurbaani is waajib upon a baaligh, sane Muslim (who is not a
musaafir) who possesses wealth to the value of nisaab (the minimum
amount upon which zakaat or sadaqatul fitr is compulsory) during the
days of qurbaani. The days of qurbaani are the 10", 11" and 12" of Zul
Hijjah.?
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What amount of wealth does one need
to possess for qurbaani to be waajib
(compulsory) upon him?

Q: Upon whom is qurbaani waajib, and what amount of wealth does

one need to possess for qurbaani to be waajib (compulsory) upon him?

A: Qurbaani is waajib upon a sane, mature Muslim who is not a
musaafir and who owns wealth equal to the nisaab over and above the
basic necessities of life (e.g. house, car, furniture, items that one uses,
etc). It is not necessary for one year to pass over the wealth nor is it
necessary for the wealth to be zakaatable wealth. Hence, if a person
has goods which are not for sale nor is he using the goods, or he

il Jlo o alais OF GO ey JB BT 3 ams (¥ J9) 2 3 ammss (b 0 il oy o0 vars)
(PN bl ) & g b ol af e ) Gl e 3 U sl g B Bl ) g

S 3 B Osdl altay piall Jlo (6T (b r mall oy o iang) W o Al 4y - pble ) BB
Crest S bl 3 dead) & G Y g L e e ey Wb 3 Ol B8 e Ll Rl £ LT
G ) pUT 3 b 0500 Al e Geby 0% Gy e det disy Leaie ol of OV e Vs
Gory o Of Jat OF W o) el 5 oy % (U1 Wil 231 (3 S0 i of B0 Y (i Lk Oy DY)
(M1 o) uls iUl

DY (318 3LV Al e ol Cladl il sl Ll A e s By Sk s @ el ol
(V311 bl et B2 oy oLl s lang slad) Coog 4 pon Yy el

Sy au by STy wlds 4 e Mol Oladl il Sl OS5 (Ll 41 e 2ty Ldll B ) ey JB
oo el Sl o o Gl S ol ko diey o IS e ol andas 3 Sl Dl ke sl Ly LT oty
o) a ) bty aladll pal sl oty ity (el g sl pall pno o BilaS oy et n Lelo o F
Gl ey L)l e e a8 gb e V) BLo Y Ol 3lall ale ad) jLaly 25 i pSLYls s
ot S e Dol a g a3 Al i ladl el a3y by andid any 8 e Bl Bl e e o 58
Ol ladl 1is sty sodl b bads Yy pstallS aloW) am bl goadly o) i bl dimaas BY (L2Y)

OOV Y/Y 2101 3 ldlly 2oVl Cogrgy B2l

AR RVA RPN



possesses old clothing which he no longer uses, and this wealth

reaches the value of nisaab (of zakaat) then qurbaani will be wajib on

hlm See 2

Qurbaani for a musaafir
Q: Is qurbaani waajib on a musaafir?

A: Qurbaani is not waajib on a musaafir.’
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Qurbaani for a musaafir who returns
home

Q: A person was a musaafir on the 10", 11, and 12" of Zul Hijjah.
However, before sunset on the 12", he returned home. Will qurbaani
be waajib upon him?

A: If he possesses the nisaab amount (of zakaat, regardless of whether
it is zakaatable wealth or non zakaatable wealth which one no longer
uses), qurbaani will be waajib upon him.*

Qurbaani for a person who receives
nisaab

Q: If a person upon whom qurbaani was not waajib received some
money which equals the nisaab amount just before sunset of the 12™ of
Zul Hijjah, will qurbaani be waajib upon him?

A: Qurbaani will be waajib upon him.’
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A poor person purchasing an animal
for qurbaani

Q: If a poor person upon whom qurbaani was not waajib purchased an
animal with the intention of qurbaani, will qurbaani become waajib
upon him?

A: Qurbaani will become waajib upon him through him purchasing the

animal for Qurbaani.®

Vowing to perform qurbaani

Q: What is the shar’ee ruling regarding a person who took a vow that if
a certain work is accomplished, he will perform qurbaani? Will there
be any difference in the ruling between a rich or poor person?

A: Qurbaani will become waajib upon him if the work is accomplished,
irrespective of whether he is rich or poor. However, the rich person
will be required to slaughter two qurbaanis; one on behalf of the vow
and the other on behalf of the waajib qurbaani.’
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Qurbaani of a father on behalf of his
minor children

Q: Is qurbaani waajib on the father on behalf of his minor children?

A: Qurbaani is not waajib on the father on behalf of his minor

children.?
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Finding the lost qurbaani animal

Q: A person purchased an animal for qurbaani. Before the day of
qurbaani, the animal got lost. After purchasing the second animal, the
first animal was found. Which of the two animals should he slaughter?

A: If qurbaani was waajib upon the one who purchased the animal,
then he has a choice to slaughter any animal. However, if he slaughters
the second animal and the value of the second animal was less than the
first animal, he should give the difference in charity.

If qurbaani was not waajib upon the one who purchased the animal,
then both the animals will have to be slaughtered.’
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THE TIME OF QURBAANI

The time of qurbaani

Q: When does the time of qurbaani commence?

A: The time of qurbaani commences at subah saadiq (dawn) of the 10"

of Zul Hijjah and remains until sunset of the 12 of Zul Hijjah."

Making qurbaani before the Eid Salaah

Q: Is it permissible to make qurbaani before the Eid Salaah?

A: 1t is not permissible to make qurbaani before the Eid Salaah in the
city. However, in the villages or farms (where Eid Salaah does not take
place), it is permissible to make qurbaani after subah saadig."

army sl JB OVYE 3 b Bog) sl pg e Oligy edW) 16 as oy il s Of 6 e a1
Joe OY g (S 8 gy e ) o) Ty es ol ey LR oy s s s g 1T A £t B 4
(YTY/V Y cedl s¥s] (sl J Y s

) slh e ey Wl (3 ety Lol sy Lekaasl Ul e gy e (oaldly Jalall plf 236 2 0¥1 23y
(vae/o madl (sobdll) L) 3 mdll oS0 &I V) Jie W1 padl cpn el g8 L ol pss

Lasdy asally LIS BG,T 3 o Y assll Sl gl OY cdgll Jpsn b o W ol abl gl iy Ll
pdl o ) gl sy i Wy St (albly Bkl (53 L el sas ST e A6l oLy
(1o/o @luall @la) sie G o oot ot JL ISV

Jol Ll sl pbY e s el SLaa¥ oY e Y ATV el p e el e 5 sV 23y)
(Yov/e 2Iadl) (oda; Olasy ool oy pll B3 (3 350 g29) .. (ndl) hay 05508 Sl



Qurbaani animal slaughtered in a
village before the Eid Salaah in the city

Q: If a person living in a town sends his animal to the village and the
animal was slaughtered there before the Eid Salaah could take place in
the city, will the qurbaani be valid?

A: The qurbaani will be valid.”
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Performing qurbaani on the 12th of Zul
Hijjah
Q: Can qurbaani be performed on the 12 of Zul Hijjah?

A: Qurbaani can be performed on the 12™ of Zul Hijjah, provided it is

done before sunset.”
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CONDITIONS FOR THE
VALIDITY OF QURBAANI

Performing waajib qurbaani on behalf
of another person without his consent

Q: will the waajib qurbaani be valid if it is carried out on behalf of

another person without his consent?

A: The waajib qurbaani will not be valid. In order for the waajib
qurbaani to be valid, it is necessary for one to acquire the consent of
the person for whom the qurbaani is being performed.*
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Performing nafl qurbaani on behalf of
another person without his consent

Q: Is it permissible for one to carry out a nafl qurbaani, from one’s

personal wealth, on behalf of another person without his consent?

A: Yes, it is permissible and the nafl qurbaani will be valid. One should
convey the reward of the nafl qurbaani to the person for whom one
has done the nafl qurbaani.”

Conveying the reward of qurbaani to
the deceased

Q: Can one perform nafl Qurbaani, from one’s personal wealth, on
behalf of one’s deceased relatives e.g. parents, grandfather, mother, in-
laws, brothers, sisters, daughters, sons, etc.?

A: Yes, one may perform a nafl qurbaani on behalf of one’s deceased
relatives and thereafter convey the reward to them or to as many
people as one wishes."
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Few people collectively carrying out
one nafil Qurbaani in one sheep or
goat

Q: Can few people buy one sheep or goat and carry out a nafil

qurbaani?

A: There are two views among our Ulama regarding this mas'alah.

According to Mufti Shaf'ee Saheb, Mufti Abdur Raheem Laajpuri and
Moulana Yusuf Ludyaanwi (Rahmatullahi Alayhim) one nafil Qurbaani
can only be carried out on behalf of one person. Two or more people
cannot collectively carry out nafil Qurbaani in one animal.

According to Moulana Ashraf Ali Thaanwi (Rahmatullahi Alayh) and
Mufti Mahmood Gangohi (Rahmatullahi Alayh) one nafil Qurbaani can
be carried out on behalf of few people collectively. It should be borne
in mind that this ruling pertains to the validity of the Nafil Qurbaani if
carried out by more than one person. As far as the sawaab is
concerned, all the Ulama' agree that if one person carries out the nafil
Qurbaani, he can convey the sawaab to as many people as he wishes."
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Owning a share in a qurbaani animal

Q: will the qurbaani of all the shareholders be valid if any

shareholder’s share is less than one-seventh?

A: The qurbaani of all the shareholders will be invalid if any

shareholder’s share is less than one-seventh."
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One shareholder only intending the
meat of the qurbaani animal

Q: will the qurbaani of all the shareholders be valid if one shareholder

does not intend qurbaani and only intends the meat?

A: Qurbaani of all the shareholders will be invalid if any of the

shareholders intends only the meat."
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Intending ageeqah in a qurbaani
animal

Q: will the qurbaani of all the shareholders be valid if one shareholder

does not intend qurbaani but intends ageeqah?

A: Qurbaani of all the shareholders will be valid.”
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How many veins should be cut?

Q: How many veins of the sacrificial animal have to be cut in order for

the animal to be halaal?

A: At the time of slaughter, the following four arteries or at least three
should be cut (windpipe, food pipe and both jugular veins) together
with taking the name of Allah Ta'ala at the time of slaughter.”

Stunning animals before slaughter

Q: What is the ruling regarding stunniang the animal? The process is
adopted in the Uk and in other countries. If the animal is stunned, will
it be permissible to eat the meat of the stunned animal?

A: The animal should not be stunned. Stunning the animal before
slaughtering it is against the sunnah. If the animal experiences alot of
pain, then stunning the animal will be makrooh-e-tahreemi. However,
if the animal was stunned and before it died, it was slaughtered by a

muslim according to the Shar'ee method of slaughter, the meat will be
halaal.
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FULFILLING QURBAANI IN
ACCORDANCE TO THE
SUNNAH METHOD

Performing qurbaani at night

Q: Is it permissible to perform qurbaani during the night?

A: If the qurbaani is carried out in a place which is well lit and there is
no fear of one making a mistake while slaughtering, the qurbaani will
be permissible.”

Slaughtering one’s own qurbaani
animal

Q: Is it better for one to slaughter the qurbaani animal himself or to

appoint someone else to slaughter it on his behalf?
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A: 1t is best for the one performing qurbaani to slaughter the qurbaani
animal himself if he is able to. If he is unable to do so, then he should
appoint someone else to slaughter it on his behalf.”*

Being present at the time when one’s
qurbaani animal is being slaughtered

Q: In the case where a person appoints someone else to slaughter his
qurbaani animal on his behalf, will it be preferable for him to be
present and witness his animal being slaughtered?

A: 1t is better for one to be present and witness his qurbaani animal
being slaughtered. However, in the case of a woman, if there is fear
that the laws of purdah will be violated, then she should not be
present.”
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Facing the giblah at the time of
slaughter

Q: When slaughtering the animal, should the animal be made to face

towards the giblah or should the person who is slaughtering face
towards the giblah?

A:1t is sunnah that both the slaughterer and the animal face the
giblah.”
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Giving the animal water to drink
before slaughter

Q: should the animal be given water to drink before it is slaughtered?
Some people bring the animal to the place of slaughter, give it water to
drink and thereafter slaughter it. Is it correct to do this?

A:1t is permissible to give the animal water, though it is not a

requirement at the time of slaughter. The actual requirement is that
the animal should be taken care of and well fed while it is in one’s
possession, until the time one slaughters it.”

Reciting tasmiyah (bismillah) at the
time of slaughter
Q: What is the ruling of reading bismillah when slaughtering? Is there

any difference in the ruling if it is left out intentionally or
unintentionally?
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A: If bismillah is left out unintentionally, then the animal is halaal and

permissible. However, if it is left out intentionally, then the animal will
not be halaal.®

Making a verbal intention when
slaughtering the qurbaani animal

Q: Is it necessary to make a verbal intention or to recite any dua at the

time of slaughtering?

A: 1t is not waajib to make a verbal intention or to recite any dua at the
time of slaughtering. However, it is waajib to recite the tasmiyah at the
time of slaughtering the animal.”
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A father performing nafl qurbaani on
behalf of his minor children

Q: Can the father perform nafl qurbaani on behalf of his minor
children?

A: 1t is permissible for the father to perform nafl qurbaani on behalf of

his minor children from his wealth.*

Performing nafl qurbaani from a
minor's wealth

Q: Is it permissible for the father to perform nafl qurbaani on behalf of

his minor children from their wealth?

A: 1t is impermissible for the father to perform nafl qurbaani on behalf

of his minor children from their wealth.*
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WHICH ANIMALS CAN BE
SLAUGHTERED FOR
QURBAANI

Types of qurbaani animals

Q: Which animals can be slaughtered for qurbaani?

A: Goats, sheep, buffaloes, cows, oxen and camels can be slaughtered
for qurbaani. Apart from these animals, no other animal can be
slaughtered for qurbaani.”

Age of the qurbaani animal

Q: What age should the animal be in order for the qurbaani to be
valid?

A: Goats and sheep have to be at least one year old. However, if a six-

month-old sheep resembles a one year old, the qurbaani will be valid.
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Bulls, buffaloes, cows and oxen have to be at least two years old.
Camels have to be at least five years old.”
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Slaughtering a castrated animal for
qurbaani

Q: Is it permissible to slaughter a castrated animal for qurbaani?

A: 1t is permissible.”*

Slaughtering a pregnant animal for
qurbaani

Q: Is it permissible to slaughter a pregnant animal for qurbaani?

A:lt is permissible to slaughter a pregnant animal for qurbaani.
However, if the animal is close to giving birth, then it is makrooh to
slaughter such an animal for qurbaani.”
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Purchasing a large size animal which is
inedible for qurbaani

Q: will it be more rewarding to purchase one goat for R3000 for
qurbaani (due to its size) but whose meat is hardly edible, or to buy
two sheep which have good meat for the same total price?

A: The Fuqahaa have explained that it is more rewarding for one to
purchase a qurbaani animal which has more meat compared to an
animal which has less meat in the case where the value of both animals
is the same. However, in the case where the qurbaani animal is just
large in size but its meat is inedible, then since the purpose of qurbaani
is also to eat from the meat (and feed one’s family, the poor, etc.) and
this purpose will not be obtained, it will be better and more rewarding
that one purchase two sheep that have good meat with the same
money.”
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The law regarding the young that
comes out after slaughtering a
pregnant animal

Q: What should be done with the young that comes out of the animal
after being slaughtered?

A: The young should also be slaughtered. If one did not slaughter it
during the days of qurbaani then he should give it alive in charity.”

Number of shares in a qurbaani animal

Q: How many shares are there in a buffalo, cow, ox or camel?

A: There are seven shares in a buffalo, cow, ox and camel.*®
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Selling some of the shares in the
qurbaani animal

Q: A person purchased a bull for qurbaani. Later on, he decides to sell
some shares of the animal to people who intend doing qurbaani. Will it
be permissible for him to sell some of the shares?

A: At the time of purchasing the animal, if the person had the
intention of selling the shares, then it will be permissible. If he did not
have the intention of selling the shares, then if qurbaani was waajib
upon him then selling the shares will be makrooh. If qurbaani was not
waajib upon him, then selling the shares will be impermissible.”
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THE MEAT AND SKIN OF
THE QURBAANI ANIMAL

Distributing the meat of the qurbaani
animal

Q: What should be done with the qurbaani meat?

A: The qurbaani meat can be consumed by oneself, family, friends, etc.

It is preferable to give one third of the meat in charity.*
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Distributing the qurbaani meat equally
among the shareholders

Q: If several people purchase shares in a camel or cow, how should

they distribute the meat among themselves?

A:The meat will have to be distributed equally among
the shareholders in proportion to their shares. If the meat is
not distributed proportionately, it will be impermissible.”

One shareholder taking more than his
share from the qurbaani animal

Q: If some of the shareholders allow the others to take a portion of

their meat, will it be permissible?

A: At the time of distribution, it is impermissible for any shareholder
to take more than his share even though he is permitted to do so. An
equal distribution of the meat is compulsory. However, if the head,
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hooves and skin are also shared, it will be permissible to give less meat

to the one who received the head, feet or skin. **¢*

Note: After an equal distribution of the meat takes place, if any
shareholder wishes to gift some of his meat to another shareholder, it

will be permissible.

The skin of the qurbaani animal

Q: What should be done with the skin of the qurbaani animal?

A: One can use the skin of the qurbaani animal for one’s personal
needs. Similarly, gifting it or giving it in charity to the poor is
permissible.”
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Selling the skin of the qurbaani animal

Q: Is it permissible to sell the skin of the qurbaani animal and give the

money in sadagah?

A: 1t is permissible.”

Giving qurbaani meat as remuneration

Q: Is it permissible to give the qurbaani meat to those employed for

skinning etc. as remuneration?

A: 1t is not permissible to give the qurbaani meat to those employed

for skinning etc. as remuneration.™
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Consuming the meat of an animal
slaughtered for a vow or bequest

Q: Can the meat of an animal which was slaughtered in fulfilment of a

vow or a bequest be consumed?

A: The meat has to be given in charity and cannot be consumed.*

) gl Yo el Al U e wSly kel wle 5 e iily S 6 e A 2l ey M
(ryA/n sl

D T Lo Yy Lgallosg U Bl e dll o2y ) p3lly 3DLall adde sl (B2 Y1 o ) 320 Jan V)
(P € Bad) ol snn 3 &Y Ll ) e B e ey s Lo

IS Lol jlab ahes Alis 0dsh 4 md) goo 3 WY Ll e S we ey (3 L i T e V)
(vov/A B )

(P /3l ) ST L aed B ST 0B Lga 3t JsT v,

(FYy/n st o) JsT Lo aes ades JST g 148 5 s 3L O elg Wit ey Lt Lgin SO0 &y oy O
Lo OY 15 of Lik )31 O elsn oLt n ot el OF g Lt Lt JSTL OF Lemliad ol AL oy 0
(7o o[ aidl (soladl) Lot 2 1S e LtV alay OF Yy o ISTL OF Gaanall oy Gt

Boad) Leleow OY 15 o Lae 3L 01 sl oLt aley OF ¥y Leie et JSTL OF Lemliad e il 2 L,
(veg/o aladl OL @)wwﬁhu\’ﬂ)uwdﬂyb O Gaazdl oy

Ja¥ OIS0y ST (3 655 L (KB W1 O 0B Y ol gpdie 05T OF Ll 2V ($) 2ed¥1 b e ST 5)
Jff,djaw;,»\)ﬂofdwuﬂjdw'wﬂ ;Q&‘Y‘rx@df‘%wd‘}f@ﬂ%wuﬁb
(o1 V/a aladl) STl 2 ades




Compensation for consuming the meat
of an animal slaughtered in fulfilment
of a vow or a bequest

Q: What should be done if the meat of an animal slaughtered in

fulfilment of a vow or a bequest was consumed?

A: The value of the consumed meat must be given in charity.*

Meat of an animal slaughtered on

behalf of a deceased

Q:1If a person slaughters an animal on behalf of a deceased, what
should be done with the meat?

A If the deceased made a bequest that the qurbaani should be done on
his behalf (from one third of his estate), then all the meat has to be
given in charity. However, if one made the qurbaani on behalf of the
deceased from his personal wealth, then the meat can be consumed.”
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All the shareholders of an animal
giving the entire animal in charity

Q: Is it permissible for all the shareholders of an animal to give the

entire animal in charity?

A: It is permissible.*

Giving qurbaani meat to non-Muslims

Q: Can the qurbaani meat be given to non-Muslims?

A: Qurbaani meat can be given to non-Muslims.*
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DEFECTS IN THE QURBAANI
ANIMAL

Slaughtering an animal afflicted with
mange for qurbaani

Q: will an animal afflicted with mange (a type of skin disease) suffice
for the qurbaani?

A If the animal is strong, it will suffice for qurbaani. If the animal is

extremely weak due to the mange, it will not suffice for qurbaani.”
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A defect coming into the animal

Q: An animal which was free from any defect was purchased for waajib
qurbaani. Later on, before the days of qurbaani, its leg broke or some
defect occurred which rendered it invalid for qurbaani. Can such an
animal be slaughtered for qurbaani?

A: Such an animal cannot be slaughtered for qurbaani.”

Poor person’s qurbaani animal
becoming invalid for qurbaani
Q: A poor person (upon whom qurbaani was not waajib) purchased an
animal free from any defect, but later on, its leg broke or some defect

occurred which rendered it invalid for qurbaani. Can the poor person
slaughter such an animal for qurbaani?

A: The poor person can slaughter such an animal for qurbaani.”
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Qurbaani of an animal whose eyesight
is impaired

Q: Can an animal whose eyesight is impaired be slaughtered for

qurbaani?

A: If more than half of the animal’s eyesight is lost, it will not suffice

for qurbaani.”
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Qurbaani of an animal whose tail or
ear is cut off

Q: If an animal’s tail or ear is cut off, will it suffice for qurbaani?

A: Some of the Hanafi Fugaha have preferred the opinion that if more

than one-third of the animal’s tail or ear is cut off, the qurbaani will
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not be valid. However, most of the Hanafi jurists have preferred the
opinion that if less than half is cut, the qurbaani will be valid, and if
more than half is cut, the qurbaani will not be valid. If half is cut, then
there are two opinions. According to the first opinion, the qurbaani

will not be valid and according to the second opinion, the qurbaani will
be valid. ***

Qurbaani of a lame animal

Q: Can an animal which is lame in one leg be slaughtered for qurbaani?

A:1f it only walks on three legs and does not take support from the
lame leg, then it will not suffice for qurbaani. However, if it takes
support from the lame leg, it will suffice.”

Qurbaani of a frail animal

Q: Is it permissible to slaughter a frail animal for qurbaani?

A: If it is extremely frail then it will not suffice for qurbaani.”
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Qurbaani of an animal with no teeth

Q: will an animal which does not have teeth suffice for qurbaani?

A:1f it does not have any teeth and is unable to graze, it will not

suffice. However, if it is able to graze, it will suffice for qurbaani.*
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Qurbaani of an animal born without
ears

Q: Is it permissible to slaughter an animal which was born without

ears for qurbaani?

A: 1t is not permissible to slaughter an animal which was born without

ears for qurbaani.”

Qurbaani of an animal whose horn has

broken off

Q: Ccan qurbaani be made of an animal whose horn has broken off?

A: If the horn has broken off from the root, it will not suffice for

qurbaani. However, if it did not break off from the root, it will suffice.”
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MAKING QADHA OF MISSED
QURBAANI

Qadha for missed qurbaani

Q: A person upon whom qurbaani was waajib did not make qurbaani
until the days of qurbaani passed. How will he make qadha for the
missed qurbaani?

A: He will have to give the value of a sacrificial animal in charity.”

Purchasing an animal for qurbaani but
not slaughtering it
Q: A person upon whom qurbaani was waajib purchased the qurbaani

animal but did not slaughter the animal until the days of qurbaani
passed. How will he make gadha for the missed qurbaani?
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A:He should give the animal alive (without slaughtering it) in

charity.”

Qadha of previous years’ missed
qurbaani

Q: How should a person make qadha of the qurbaani of previous

years?

A: One should give the current value of a qurbaani animal to the poor
with the intention of the qadha qurbaani for each year’s missed
qurbaani.”
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MISCELLANEOUS

Giving the value of a qurbaani animal
in sadaqah during the days of qurbaani

Q: Can we donate money on the day of Eid instead of performing

qurbaani? If not, please explain the reason?

A If qurbaani is waajib upon a person, then it is compulsory upon him
to fulfil this obligation by slaughtering a sacrificial animal in the days
of qurbaani. If he gives the value of a sacrificial animal to the poor as
sadaqah during the days of qurbaani on behalf of his qurbaani, he will
not be absolved of the obligation of qurbaani. Just as the obligation of
salaah will only be fulfilled through one performing salaah, one will
not be absolved of its obligation by giving sadagah to the poor on
behalf of the salaah. However, despite the qurbaani being waajib, if one
had not carried it out during the days of qurbaani, one will be sinful
and it will be compulsory upon one to give the value of a sacrificial
animal to the poor as qadha on behalf of the missed qurbaani.”
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The correct procedure in regard to
purchasing an animal for qurbaani

Q: What is the ruling regarding the following situation:

At the time of qurbaani, certain stock farmers sell sheep and goats to
the public. They charge a stipulated fee for providing the services of
skinning the animal, slicing and parceling the meat for all those people
who wish to perform qurbaani at their farm. Before the days of
qurbaani, people go to the farms, and after selecting the animals,
purchase them from the farmers. After purchasing the animals they
leave the animals on the farms to be slaughtered during the days of
qurbaani.

Other people merely phone the farmer and purchase their animals
over the phone without going to the farm and selecting the animals. At
times, the farmer selects and marks an animal for the client (e.g. sheep,
goat, etc.) and concludes the transaction over the phone on the
specific marked animal. At times, the sale is concluded over the phone,
however the farmer does not select and mark any animal at the time of
concluding the sale. Since the farmer knows that he has extra animals
in the pen, he concludes the transaction on an unspecified animal with
this in mind that on the day of qurbaani, he will select an animal for
the client and carry out his qurbaani.
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Is this method of purchasing the animal and carrying out the qurbaani
correct where the animal is not selected by the purchaser but by the
farmer himself according to both situations explained (i.e. where the
farmer concludes the sale on a specific marked animal or on an
unspecified animal and only specifies it at the time of slaughter)? If
this is not the correct method of purchasing, then what is the correct
shar’ee method of purchasing the qurbaani animal and asking the
farmer to slaughter it on one’s behalf?

A:1n regard to the abovementioned scenario, there are two aspects
that need to be taken into consideration. The first aspect is purchasing
the animal from the farmer and the second aspect is appointing the
farmer as one’s wakeel (representative) to slaughter the qurbaani
animal on one’s behalf during the days of qurbaani. These are two
separate aspects.

As far as the first aspect is concerned (i.e. purchasing the animal from
the farmer), since this is a business transaction that is taking place
between the farmer and the client, it is necessary that all the
conditions of a valid sale be adhered to. Among the conditions of a
valid sale is that the price of the purchased item should be fixed and
mutually agreed upon between the buyer and seller and the item that
one is purchasing should also be specified.

Through one purchasing an animal over the phone, one will not be
aware of the animal which one is purchasing. Since one has not seen
the animal, one does not know the type, age, weight, size, gender,
being castrated or not, etc. of the animal and this could lead to a
dispute taking place in the future between the buyer and seller. Hence,
transacting in this manner is incorrect.

The correct procedure in regard to purchasing the animal is for the
buyer to phone the farmer and request him to reserve an animal for



him. The buyer should then go to the farm or send somebody on his
behalf to view the animal. If he is happy then he may conclude the sale
on that animal, and if he is not satisfied then he may purchase another
animal of his choice. In this way, the transaction will be valid. The
purchaser may now leave the animal as an amaanat by the farmer and
appoint him as his wakeel to slaughter the animal on his behalf on the
day of qurbaani.

Another alternative is that the farmer provides the client with a
detailed description of the animal over the phone (e.g. type, age,
weight, size, gender, being castrated or not, etc.). If the buyer is then
satisfied with the description and confirms the purchase over the
phone, the farmer should immediately mark it for the client with a
specific number, indicating that this particular animal has been sold to
so and so. In this case, the sale will be correct since the animal has
been marked and specified for the client. However, since the purchaser
has not seen the purchased animal at the time of the sale, Shari’ah
gives him the option of permitting or cancelling the sale at the time he
views the animal. Hence, if the client later on comes to the farm and is
not pleased with the animal upon seeing it, he has the right to cancel
the sale.

As far as the situation where one had purchased an animal over the
phone is concerned, if the farmer immediately specified the animal
through marking it but did not inform the client of the description of
the animal, or the farmer did not specify the animal immediately, but
only specified the animal on the day of qurbaani, then in both these
cases, though the qurbaani of the client will take place, however on
account of the fact that the animal was not purchased in the correct
manner, one will be deprived of the full blessings and rewards of the
qurbaani. Nevertheless, in both these cases, if the client had come to

the farm on the day of qurbaani and slaughtered his animal, then since




he is pleased with the animal, the sale will be correct and his qurbaani
will also be correct.®®
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Organisations doing qurbaani for the
public

Q: What is the ruling regarding the following situation:

Certain organisations, before the days of qurbaani, purchase animals
which they intend to sell to the public and also carry out nafl
qurbaanis on behalf of the public. After slaughtering the animals on
behalf of the public, they distribute the meat among the poor in
indigenous areas. All the meat of these animals is given in sadaqah and
nothing comes to the purchasers. The way the animals are purchased
is that people contact the organisations telephonically or via email and
purchase animals. Those purchasing the animals do not see the
animals nor do they select the animals, and nor do the organisations
select any animal on behalf of the purchaser at the time of purchase.
However, since the organisation knows the number of animals they
possess and wish to sell, they continue selling to the public till all the
animals are sold. On the day of qurbaani, these animals are slaughtered
by the organisations and distributed among the poor.

a. Is it necessary at the time of purchasing the animals to select the
animals one wishes to purchase for the nafl qurbaani?

b. Is this method of purchasing the animals and carrying out the nafl
qurbaani correct? If this is not the correct method, then what is the
correct shar’ee method of purchasing the qurbaani animals and getting
the animals slaughtered on one’s behalf by the organisations?

A:n regard to the abovementioned scenario, there are two aspects
that need to be taken into consideration. The first aspect is that the
organisation is the owner of the animals and they are selling these
animals to the public. The second aspect is that after selling the




animals to the public, the organisation is becoming their wakeel to
slaughter the animals on their behalf during the days of qurbaani.

As far as the first aspect is concerned (i.e. the public purchasing the
animals from the organisation), since this is a business transaction that
is taking place between the organisation and the public, it is necessary
that all the conditions of a valid sale be adhered to. Among the
conditions of a valid sale is that the price of the purchased item should
be fixed and mutually agreed upon between the buyer and seller and
the item that one is purchasing should also be specified. Since the
animals are not specified and the purchasers do not have full
knowledge of the animals which they are purchasing, this type of
transaction is incorrect. Though the qurbaani carried out by the
organisation on behalf of the public will be valid, on account of the fact
that the animal was not purchased in the correct shar’ee manner, one
will be deprived of the full blessings and rewards of his qurbaani.

An alternative for such organisations is that they should not purchase
the animals and sell to the public. Rather, they should take orders from
the public to carry out their nafl qurbaani and become their wakeels
(representatives) in both purchasing and slaughtering the animals.
After receiving all the orders, they should now purchase the animals
on behalf of the public. In this way, since they are not selling the
animals to the public, the conditions mentioned above for a valid sale
between them and the public will not apply, and it will not be
necessary for the public to specify the animals as the organisation
choosing the animals will suffice for the public as they are their
representatives.

In this case, since the organisations are not selling the animals to the
public, they cannot make a profit on the sale of the animals. Instead, if
the organisations wish, they may charge a stipulated fee for their

service of acting as the wakeel (agent) for the public.** *



